
 



Developing groundwater resources for water supply

This table  explains how easy it is likely to be to develop 
groundwater supplies in each area class, and what kind of 
technologies are likely to be appropriate. In some areas, it is 
relatively easy to develop sustainable year-round groundwa-
ter supplies. In other areas groundwater is usually absent 
during most or all of the dry season, and alternative sources 
for water supply are likely to be needed. Alternatives could 
include rainwater harvesting, or sand dams

Areas where it is only possible to get very small 
supplies of groundwater and only during the rainy 
season. 

Areas where it is possible to get small supplies of 
groundwater but which are often not sustainable 
throughout the whole dry season. 

Areas where it is possible to get small supplies of 
groundwater but which are often not sustainable 
throughout the whole dry season

Areas where groundwater can usually be easily 
exploited for village supplies all year -round. In the best 
areas, machine -drilled wells can provide much larger 
supplies, for more than 1,000 people. 

Description

Hand-dug well excavation for very small supplies (up 
to 100 people), which often are dry throughout the dry 
season.

5

Hand-dug well excavation for small supplies (up to 
250 people) but they often dry up during the dry 
season. 

4

Deep or shallow machine -drilled wells, which need to 
be carefully sited using geophysical survey methods.

3

Hand-dug well excavation for small village supplies 
(up to 250 people). Occasionally, machine-drilled 
shallow wells may be needed even for village wells. 
Machine -drilled shallow or deep wells are needed for 
larger supplies. 

1-2

TechnologyGroundwater potential class


